Under the Papefwoik Reduction Act of 1995. no persons are required to respond 


PT(ySBA)8A(0&^3) 
Approved for use through 07/31/2006. 0MB 0851-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Offtce; U.S. DEPARTMEm' OF COMMERCE 
to a cofledton of infonnatten untess it contains a valid OMB control number. 


Sutstftute for form 1449/PTO 


INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(UsB as many $heet9 as necessaryj 


Complete If Known 


Application Number 


Ftting Date 


Flist Named Inventor 


Art Unit 


Examiner Name 


Patrick D. Yates 


YATES #10 


Attorney Docket Number 


U. S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 

Examiner 
Initials* 

Cite 

Document Numl>er 

PubScation Date 
MM-DD*YYYY 

Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 

Pages, Columns, Lines, Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 

lumber-Kind Code*^*^ 



6,348,017 

02/19/2002 






"^2.623.769 

12/1952 






"s- 4.31 3.604 

02/1982 






^^5.102.139 

04/1992 




[ 


"^5.540.432 

07/1996 






"^6.257.635 

07/2001 






us- 







us- 






us- 






us- 






us- 






us- 






us- 






us- 






us- 






us- 






us- 






US- 






US- 





FOREIGN PATENT DOCU 

MENTS 

Examiner 
Initials* 

Cite 
No.* 

Foreign Patem Document 

Publication 
Date 
MM-OD-YYYY 

Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 

Pages. Columns. Unes, 
Where Relevant Passages 
Or Relevant Ffgurss Appear 


Countnr Codo*>luirbor*'Kind Coda'(ir Unown) 











































Examiner 


Date 

Considered 


"EXAMINER: Initial If reference oonsiderpc whether or not citation is In confomunce with MPEP 609. Draw line through citatlorf if not tn^onfonnance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form/<«h\MXt communication to appiicanL * AppScanfs unique citation designation number (optional). See Kinds Codes of 
USPTO Patent Documents at wwwAisoto.Qtfy or MPEP 901.04. ' Emer Office that issued the document, by the twc^letter code (WlPO Standerd ST.3). * For 
Japanese patem documents, the indfts gtiony the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent documem. Vlnd of document by 
the appropriate symbols as indicated onlro document under WiPO Standard ST.16 if possible. 'Apjdicant is to viace a check mark here if English language 
Translation is attached. 

This collection of informatfon is reqwred by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The InformatkMi is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the pubOc which Is to nie (and by the 
USPTO to process) an application. C^ortfidentiality b governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. TNs coQection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, 
including gatharing, preparing, and sutxnhting the oompietad application form to the USPTO. Time vXH vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you require to oomplele ttiis form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Infomnation Officer, U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Olfica. P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-145a DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THB ADDRESS. SEND 
TO: Cemmissionar for Patents. P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria. VA 22313-1450. 

If you need assistance in compl^hg the form, caff 1-800^0-9199 ff -S00-7S6-9f 99j and select opUon 2. 


